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FALL 2010SEMINAR
Held on November 12, 2010 at the University of St 
Thomas Law School in Minneapolis, this wasthe third 
seminar hosted by the WestPoint Society of 
Minnesota.  This seminar had the largest attendance to 
date with seventy students and thirty faculty members 
representing twenty-sixMinnesota high schools.

KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Don Shelby, anchor and reporter for WCCO-TV News for the last 40 
years, provided the luncheon Keynote Address to the combined 
audience of the Minnesota Student Leadership Seminar participants 
and business and community leaders who were attending the 
Minnesota Ethics Initiative: Partnering for Youth. His message was an 
inspiring challenge to the students to include ethical and moral criteria 
to all decisions they make.  He urged them to internalize their value 
ǎŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǊŜƭƛŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ǝǳǘέ ƛŦ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ 
pending decision does not seem right.  He folded in several 
hypothetical examples of the complexity of the grey areas that 
describe most ethical decisions.

BACKGROUND
¢ƘŜ aƛƴƴŜǎƻǘŀ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ {ŜƳƛƴŀǊ ǎŜŜƪǎ ǘƻ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ²Ŝǎǘ tƻƛƴǘΩǎ ƛƴǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŦƻǳǊ 
year leadership development program to high school students in the state of Minnesota.

The keynote speech spoke to me and some questions that I have been trying to answer myself ςMNSLS 
Student Participant Fall, 2010

The most valuable thing is the different opinions on issues not only from people from our own schools, but 
from all around the metroςMNSLS Student Participant Fall, 2010

www.minnesotastudentleaders.org

Leaders of Character: "actively develop a coherent and principled world view that frames their most fundamental 

values and beliefs." This includes:

ÅIdentifying their core values and beliefs

ÅUnderstanding the origins of their core values and beliefs

ÅAssessing the adequacy and validity of their values and beliefs

ÅUnderstanding how their core values and beliefs influence their perceptions, attitudes, and behavior

ÅIntegrating and de-conflicting their values and beliefs to achieve coherence
Excerpted from The Cadet Leader Development System (CLDS)

I found that discussion of common problems with 
a group of peers really helped me to understand 
ethical decisions and how to make them. ςMNSLS 
Student Participant  Fall, 2010

Most valuable: having other people to talk to that 
want to connect ethics to leadership.  - MNSLS 
Student Participant Fall, 2010

MN SLS Fall 2010 Summary
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STUDENTGROUPS
The key activity of the day comprised
of three small-group breakout 
sessions facilitated by six visiting West 
Point Cadets.  

The sessions were amazing.  People's opinions 
were fun to hear  ςMNSLS Student Participant 
Fall, 2010

The topics made me think and our small group 
leader challenged us on our valuesςMNSLS 
Student Participant Fall, 2010

www.minnesotastudentleaders.org

STUDENTGROUPS (continued)
At the end of the day, student spokespersons for each small 
group  contributed  to the larger group by responding to 
interview questions on what the day meant to them. 

STUDENTGROUPS (continued)
Each of the Cadets guided eleven to twelve high 
school students through meaningful conversations 
about values and ethics.  The Cadets challenged the 
students to open up to themselves and others, 
think critically about everyday ethical situations, 
reflect on their personal actions and decisions, and 
take their experience back to their schools.

I was encouraged to think deeply about my 
personal beliefs and moralsςMNSLS Student 
Participant Fall, 2010

We met new people and talked about our 
values and how to connect them to being a 
leader ςMNSLS Student Participant Fall, 2010

Most Valuable?  I thought that the 
small group discussions about honesty 
and dignity because our cadet was 
awesome! ςMNSLS Student Participant 
Fall, 2010
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FACULTY GROUPS
While the students were in their breakout sessions, the 
parent/faculty sponsors attended the panel session with 
community leaders hosted by the Minnesota Ethics Initiative.  
After lunch, the faculty members divided into four breakout 
groups sessions facilitated by the West Point Society of 
Minnesota.  In this session participants discussed practical
ways to support the leadership and characterdevelopment 
of their students. 

www.minnesotastudentleaders.org

CLOSING
Cadet Cody KopowskiΩмм ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƳƛƴŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴǎǇƛǊƛƴƎ 
remarks calling student participants to take charge as leaders 
ŀƴŘ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΩǎ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘǎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΦ
The next Minnesota Student Leadership Seminar is scheduled for 
early November 2011. 

Most Valuable: to know that so many people still believe 
that ethics are so important to haveςMNSLS Faculty 
Participant Fall, 2010

THE WESTPOINT SOCIETY OF MINNESOTA
The WPS of Minnesota is an alumni organization for West Point graduates who live in Minnesota.  The 
Minnesota Student Leadership Seminar is unique opportunity for its members to give back to the community 
by supporting our youth.  The seminar is provided to Minnesota schools at no cost through generous donations 
by members of the society.  The Society would also like to extend special thanks to The Pentair Foundation for 
its support of the seminar in 2010. The West Point Society of Minnesota  is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization. 

The most valuable thing about the seminar is the 
discussions we were able to have openly.  We were able to 
learn from the experiences of others here and learned 
things we can bring back to our schools. ςMNSLS Faculty 
Participant Fall, 2010

I think being surrounded by people who have utmost 
respect for you and great values is something that is 
really important. ςMNSLS Student Participant Fall, 2010
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